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We are responsible for  
protecting the air you breathe 

in the nine counties that surround San Francisco Bay: Alameda, 
Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, 

southwestern Solano, and southern Sonoma counties.

Our mission is to protect and improve public health, air quality,  
and the global climate.



We measure and analyze air quality.
The Air District operates an extensive air quality  

monitoring network that measures concentrations of air pollutants in 
the Bay Area. Air District meteorologists use this monitoring data, 

along with up‐to‐date weather information, to make air quality 
forecasts. Information collected from this network is also analyzed in 

the Air District laboratory, and used by staff to develop air quality 
models and examine long‐term air quality trends.

Two pollutants that can affect public health in the Bay Area  
are ozone and particulate matter. Ozone is the main ingredient in 

summertime smog, and particulate matter is composed of an 
assortment of extremely small airborne particles, or mixtures  

of solid particles and liquid droplets, and is primarily a problem in 
the wintertime. (See charts on pages 18 and 19.)
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25,962
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25,962
The Air District analyzed 25,962 air  
quality samples in its laboratory in 2014.





We implement standards,  
guidelines, and rules for clean air.

The Air District analyzes air monitoring data, emissions from a 
variety of sources, and traffic and demographic statistics, and uses 
this information to form air quality plans, programs, and regulations.

These activities improve public health by reducing regional  
air pollution and helping the Bay Area meet federal and state  

air quality standards.
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The Air District conducted and reviewed 
15,733 source tests at Bay Area facilities 
in 2014, and 99.3 percent of the results 
showed compliance with air quality 
requirements.

99.3%



We ensure that businesses comply with  
air pollution laws and regulations.

The Air District issues air quality permits for facilities with  
stationary sources of air pollution. These permits ensure that 

businesses comply with air pollution laws and regulations, often by 
requiring installation of abatement equipment to control emissions. 
Permits are reviewed annually, and the Air District conducts on‐site 

facility inspections and tests emission sources to make sure 
businesses stay in compliance.

The Air District also responds to air quality complaints from the 
public and provides technical assistance to businesses to help them 

comply with air quality regulations.
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We give grants to encourage clean air.
The Air District administers various grant and incentive  

programs to improve air quality in the Bay Area. These programs 
offer funding to public agencies and private companies for projects 

that reduce or eliminate air pollution and greenhouse gases from 
mobile sources. In the Bay Area, mobile sources—such as cars, 

trucks, marine vessels, locomotives, and construction equipment—
are the greatest contributors to air pollution.
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The Air District’s Transportation Fund for Clean  
Air Regional and County Program Manager grants 
removed 378 tons of air pollution and 198,385 tons  
of carbon dioxide from the region’s air.

198,385



We spare the air.
The Air District’s summer and winter Spare the Air campaigns  

focus on educating the public and encouraging them to rethink the 
kinds of everyday choices that contribute to air pollution. During the 
summer and throughout the year, the Spare the Air program urges 

residents to reduce their driving by taking transit, carpooling, biking, 
or walking. During the winter months, from November through 

February, residential wood smoke becomes a major health concern 
in the Bay Area and wood burning is illegal when the Air District 

issues a Winter Spare the Air Alert.

In 2014, the Air District issued ten Spare the Air alerts in the  
summer and 13 Winter Spare the Air alerts on days when air quality 

was forecast to be unhealthy. Air District survey results show  
that the public responded and took action on those days— 

and all year long—to reduce pollution.

10



11As of the beginning of 2015, there were 106,504 
registrants to the Air District’s Spare the Air 
email AirAlert service.















We work with communities to improve air quality.
The Air District is dedicated to improving air quality for all Bay Area 

residents. Each of the Bay Area’s nine counties is made up of smaller 
communities and neighborhoods with unique air quality concerns. 

The Air District is committed to adopting rules and policies that are 
fair and equitable to all residents, and to involving the many diverse 

communities and perspectives in the Bay Area in our work.
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173

The Air District held 173 community meetings 
and outreach events in 2014.
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2014 by the Numbers

REVENUE 

FY 2014

PERMIT-RELATED REVENUE—56%

COUNTY PROPERTY TAX—33%

FEDERAL GRANTS—7%

STATE AND OTHER GRANTS—4%

EXPENDITURES 

FY 2014

PERSONNEL—70%

SERVICES AND SUPPLIES—23%

CAPITAL OUTLAY—7%

BAY AREA AIR QUALITY
2014 Exceedances of Air Quality Standards

Ozone

Days over National 8-Hour Standard 5

Days over California 1-Hour Standard 3

Days over California 8-Hour Standard 10

Particulate Matter

Days over National 24-Hour PM10 Standard 0

Days over California 24-Hour PM10 Standard 2

Days over National 24-Hour PM2.5 Standard 3

RULEMAKING ACTIVITY
2014 Rules Adopted or Amended

March 19, 2014

Regulation 14, Rule 1: Bay Area Commuter 
Benefits Program—new rule adopted

June 4, 2014

Regulation 3: Fees—amendments adopted

PERMITTING ACTIVITY

2014 Bay Area Permitted Facilities

Refineries 5

Major Facilities Excluding Refineries 87

Gasoline-Dispensing Facilities 2,405

All Other Facilities 7,118

Total 9,615

2014 Permitted Devices and Operations  
Total Including Registrations 24,226

2014 New Permit Applications Received

Major Facility Review (Title V) 57

New Source Review (NSR) 1,117

Total 1,174

TOXIC PROGRAM ACTIVITY

2014 Health Risk Screening Analyses

Diesel Engines 266

Gasoline-Dispensing Facilities 8

Other Commercial/Industrial 59

Total Number of Analyses 333



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITY

2014 Compliance Inspections

Source Inspections 5,702

Air Pollution Complaints  
(Excluding Smoking Vehicles) 5,445

Gasoline-Dispensing Facility Inspections 715

Asbestos Inspections 1,592

Reportable Compliance Activities 352

Diesel Compliance and Grant Inspections 3,835

Total 17,641

2014 Civil Penalties and Violations

Civil Penalties $2,827,150

Violations Resolved with Penalties 472

AIR POLLUTION COMPLAINT CATEGORIES

Total Complaints 8,690

Smoking Vehicle 37.3%

Wood Smoke 36.7%

Odor 17.9%

Dust 3.2%

Asbestos 1.5%

Smoke 1.1%

Outdoor Fires/Open Burning 0.7%

Other 0.6%

Gas Stations 0.6%

Miscellaneous Categories 0.2%

SOURCE TEST ACTIVITY
2014 Number of Source Tests

Refinery Source Tests 131

  Compliance Rate 96.9%

Title V Facility Source Tests  
(Excluding Refineries) 94

  Compliance Rate 95.7%

Gasoline Cargo Tank Source Tests 298 

  Compliance Rate 96.6%

Gasoline-Dispensing Facility Source Tests 24

  Compliance Rate 100.0%

Other Miscellaneous Source Tests 15,186

  Compliance Rate 99.4%

Total Source Tests 15,733

Total Violations 106

  Compliance Rate 99.3%

LABORATORY
2014 Samples Analyzed in Lab

PM10 3,850

PM2.5 750

Toxics 16,590

Cartridge/Aldehyde 780

VOC and Speciation 6

Metals by XRF 3,912

Metals 1

Microscopy 12

VOC 35

Miscellaneous 26

Total 25,962

GRANT AND INCENTIVE PROGRAMS

Carl Moyer Program/Mobile Source Incentive  
Fund (MSIF)—2014

Total Funds Awarded $10.7M

Number of Engines Covered by Grant Projects 218

Estimated Lifetime Emissions Reduction  
for the Projects Funded (tons)

Reactive Organic Gases (ROG) 39

Oxides of Nitrogen (NOx) 370

Particulate Matter (PM10) 16

Total 425

Goods Movement Program—2014

Total Funds Awarded $12.9M

Number of Engines Covered by  
Grant Projects 337

Estimated Lifetime Emissions Reduction  
for the Projects Funded (tons)

NOx 1,044

PM10 8

Total 1,052

TFCA Regional Fund Grants—2014

Total Funds Awarded $11.73M

Number of Projects/Programs Awarded Grants 77

Estimated Lifetime Emissions Reduction  
for the Projects Funded (tons)

ROG 88

NOx 104

PM10 94

Total 286

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) 155,016
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COMMUNITY AIR RISK EVALUATION (CARE) 
PROGRAM 2014 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• �Completed work identifying areas in the Bay Area 
with the greatest impact from air pollution. Updated 
maps of areas with the highest health impacts from 
air pollution and areas with episodes of relatively 
high particulate matter and ozone.

• �Produced a summary report on the CARE program 
that documents a decade of accomplishments, 
highlights the program’s scientific basis and col
laborative development, and discusses next steps. 
The report also describes how the CARE program 
has guided policy decisions, enhanced Air District 
programs, and fostered long-term partnerships with 
local jurisdictions, business and community groups.

2014 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY
One piece of legislation supported by the Air District 
last year directly affected the agency: SB 1415, 
authored by Senator Jerry Hill, modernized the Air 
District’s Advisory Council. The language establish-
ing the Advisory Council had been largely unchanged 
since 1955, and Senator Hill’s proposal had wide-
spread bipartisan support prior to being signed into 
law by the Governor. Its new requirements take effect 
on July 1, 2015.

Besides SB 1415, the following air quality bills that 
the Air District supported were chaptered into law:

• �AB 1907 (Ridley-Thomas), which requires natural 
gas sold as a transportation fuel in California to be 
measured in gasoline or diesel gallon equivalents.

• �AB 1204 (Lara), which establishes the California 
Clean Truck and Bus Program.

• �SB 1371 (Leno), which directs the PUC to establish 
a Methane Leakage Abatement program. 

None of the bills that the Air District opposed in 2014 
became law, as air quality interests were successful 
at blocking the more egregious efforts to weaken air 
quality statutes.

TFCA County Program Manager Fund Grants—2014

Total Funds Awarded $9.28M

Number of Projects/Programs Awarded Grants 61

Estimated Lifetime Emissions Reduction for the Projects 
Funded (tons)

ROG 35

NOx 36

PM10 21

Total 92

CO2 43,369

Lower Emission School Bus Program—2014

Bus Replacements, Retrofits, and CNG Tank  
Replacements (MSIF funds)

Total Funds Awarded $9.8M

Number of Projects Awarded Grants 25

Vehicle Buy Back Program—2014

Total Funds Awarded $7.6M

Number of vehicles scrapped in 2014 7,142

Estimated Lifetime Emissions Reduction for the Projects 
Funded (tons)

NOx 316

ROG 367

PM 4

Total 687

PUBLIC OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

2014 Spare the Air Program

Summer Spare the Air Alerts 10

AirAlert Registrations 106,504

Employers Registered 2,221

Winter Spare the Air Alerts 13

2014 Smoking Vehicle Program

Vehicles Reported 3,245

2014 Community Outreach Meetings/Events

Workshops and Presentations to Local Groups 32

Meetings with Local Organizations 41

Spare the Air Resource Team Meetings 33

Fairs and Events 67

Total 173



http://www.baaqmd.gov/
http://www.sparetheair.org/
http://www.bayareapevready.org/
http://www.twitter.com/@sparetheair
http://facebook.com/sparetheair
http://www.smokingvehiclehelp.org/
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